
“It doesn’t feel like we are being missionaries”  Cypress
said one night. “What should we be doing different?”, I
asked her.” Preaching the gospel on a street corner?”
“Yes!” she said.  I have spent many moments pondering
what a missionary ‘should’ be doing.  So, how was I going
to answer her concern?  After much prayer about what I
am supposed to be doing here in Nigeria, the answer
became very simple. We are all missionaries everywhere
we go.  We are all called to show Christ’s love to everyone
we come in contact with.  Some people are given the
opportunity to preach the Word of God every day, some
every week, and some just on occasion.  However, if we
are showing people how we live differently, handle life
challenges differently, and treat all people with love and
respect, then we are being missionaries.  If we pray for
the people around us and pray that God would give us
the opportunity to share our hope and our faith with
others, then we are being missionaries.  And,  if we teach
our children how to be servants of God in our homes, in
our schools, and in the world then we are being
missionaries.  “Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope
that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect…”
1 Peter 3:15.  Thank you for supporting our journey of
faith to be missionaries in another country, while you are
being missionaries at home.

Gary’s Highlights:

Gary has been a very welcome addition to the Hillcrest
faculty. In the library, the younger kids look forward to
story time every week, and the older kids think the
library is a great place to gather for homework,
relaxation and fellowship. Several maintenance and
security workers come in to greet him daily, teach him
more Hausa, and pick up the latest word search. He has
also been involved in running sound in the chapel, and is
working on upgrading the sound and light systems,

*Older students listening in on elementary story times, and
even reading to some of the elementary classes.
*A maintenance worker coming by each week to pick up 4
new word search puzzles: one for each member of his
family.
*Providing an opportunity over the summer break for kids
at an area orphanage to experience a real library.
*Working with students and teachers to provide library
instruction and resources.

We have been told that Nigerian children rarely have books
available in their homes, so one of Gary’s major goals is to
teach and show by example that reading is fun, especially
to boys. Helping the kids select books provides
opportunities to connect with students, build relationships
and challenge them to think beyond themselves.

PAYNE FUL EXPERIENCES

At a village medical outreach Kimberly volunteers to dispense
medication in ‘the pharmacy’.  Over 200 patients were seen
by three Nigerian physicians and lots of helping hands.
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Jordan, Isabell, Cypress and Gary have had lots of fun playing with new friends and babysitting some cute babies!

Kimberly has spent the
past 6 months experiencing

many different
things...substitute teach-
ing, visiting  orphanages,

volunteering at a few
medical outreaches,

speaking to both
highschool and college

students,  and praying with
Moms In Touch.

 After watching the Narnia movies and talking about how
the kids were plucked out of their known world and
dropped into a new one, we realized that our move

halfway around the world from Washington to Nigeria is a
similar experience. We have been “dropped” into a new

culture! We are enjoying our new life, but often think
about (and miss) all of you back  home. Thank you for your

ongoing prayer, encouragement, and support…it keeps us
strong and focused on glorifying God.

Shopping in the market is always an adventure.  The colors
are vibrant.  There are lots and lots of people and there is
always something interesting to take a picture of...

Jordan quickly
became friends
with a classmate
whose family is
Muslem.  It is
such a precious
age because they
can share openly
with each other
without worrying
about saying
something offen-
sive.    Sadly, her
mom died suddenly about 2 months ago.  We, as a family
and Jordan as a friend, have a huge opportunity to be a
support and Christian witnesses to this sweet girl as she
develops her own ideas about faith.

Contact Information:
Gary & Kimberly Payne
P.O. Box 652
Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria
e-mail:  jospaynes@gmail.com
blog:  thepaynes.wordpress.com
Support contributions may be given to Camano
Chapel with designation for ‘Payne family’.


